
 

 

 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
COMMUNITY BANKERS 2013 TOP CHALLENGES REFLECT A SHIFT IN SENTIMENT REPORTS CB 
RESOURCE 
 
San Juan Capistrano, CA, March 6, 2013 – (BUSINESS WIRE) – CB Resource, Inc. (CBR) in partnership with Western 
Independent Bankers (WIB) today announced that their recent nationwide survey of community bank executives 
and directors reflects a shift in sentiment when ranking their top 10 challenges.  The survey results were published 
in the March edition of the CB Journal. 
 
Over the last three years community bankers have ranked the Regulatory Climate as their #1 challenge.  However, 
the 2013 data reflects a clear shift in their sentiment.  Though the Regulatory Climate was ranked number 1 for 
2013, there is a clear shift to performance and operating related challenges and priorities. 
 
“It appears that community bankers are moving past the economic and regulatory challenges and focusing on core 
business priorities,” stated Jeff Rigsby, President and CEO of CB Resource, Inc.  He continued, “External forces 
(regulators and the economy) were viewed as the top obstacles to creating value in the recent past. Current data 
suggests that the challenges are more fundamental to the business. Growing quality loans, building earnings and 
being efficient have re-emerged as the key areas of focus.” 
  
2013 Top 10 Community Bank Challenges were: 
 

1. Regulatory Climate 
2. Loan Growth 
3. Interest Rate Environment 
4. The Economy 
5. Earnings 
6. Asset Quality 
7. Capital 
8. Operating Expenses 
9. Competition 
10. Non-Interest Income 

 
Forty-nine percent of the participants in the survey were CEOs, with the majority of banks participating having 
assets between $100 million to $1 billion.   The survey also gained perspectives based on charter type, primary 
regulatory agency, corporate structure and the state in which they are located. 
 
In addition to statistical data, the survey captured over 350 comments relating to community bankers top 
challenges, solutions, and reasons for optimism. 
 
“It will be interesting to observe if improving core fundamentals and a slightly improved economy will shift the 
level of community banker optimism. Or will the current challenges move certain community banks closer to 
opting for consolidation” Rigsby observed.    
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About CB Resource, Inc. 

CB Resource Inc., is a national professional service firm committed to providing community bank senior executives 
and their boards with the best information, tools, and advisory services, designed to advance the their clients 
ability to maximize earnings, capital and franchise value. 
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